Big River by McLeod, Reggie
Winona State University 
OpenRiver 




Big River, reg@bigrivermagazine.com 
Follow this and additional works at: https://openriver.winona.edu/bigriver1999 
 Part of the Life Sciences Commons, and the United States History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
McLeod, Reggie, "Big River" (1999). Volume 7 - 1999. 12. 
https://openriver.winona.edu/bigriver1999/12 
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the 1990s at OpenRiver. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Volume 7 - 1999 by an authorized administrator of OpenRiver. For more information, please contact 
klarson@winona.edu. 
r 
December 1999 The monthly newsletter for people who live, work or play on the Upper Mississippi River Vol. 7, No. 12 $2.75 
Watching the Swans 
By Madelon Wise 
Rieck' s Lake north of Alma, Wis., attracts flocks of birds 
and birders, especially in the 
fall. Strategically placed at the edge 
of a natural marsh on the Buffalo 
River, an observation deck offers 
exceptional birding opportunities, 
with eagles in the winter, peregrine 
falcons in the summer and thou-
the plants that the swans eat. One 
of the scopes was fastened on a red-
tail hawk and later a bald eagle. A 
volunteer told us that a golden ea-
gle had flown directly in front of 
the deck earlier that morning. We 
enjoyed several close views of the 
swans through the scopes and 
could distinguish the June-hatched 
Tundra swans rest and feed at Rieck's Lake at Alma, Wisconsin. 
sands of swans in the fall. 
My friend and I arrived there on 
a crisp, clear November day. Aside 
from a stunning view of migrating 
waterfowl of every kind, the 
ramped deck features high-pow-
ered viewing scopes, informational 
brochures, friendly and well-in-
formed volunteers and a display of 
cygnets by their grey coloring. 
The eastern wintering popula-
tion of the tundra swan flies 
through Minnesota and Wisconsin 
on the way to its wintering ground 
near Chesapeake Bay and south to 
the Carolinas. This migration from 
Alaska to the East Coast is 3,500 to 
4,200 miles. No wonder these guys 
(Swans continues on page 2) 
Purple Haze -
Loosestrife and 
Beetles on the 
River 
By Pamela Eyden 
By 1992, the 10 acres of wet-lands between the bluffs and 
the lake in Winona, Min-
nesota, were jam-packed with pur-
ple loosestrife. In July the plot 
bloomed with a magenta so vivid it 
dazzled the eyes of drivers on 
Highway 61. Visitors assumed it 
was planted on purpose, to dress 
up the main entry into town. 
It had been planted, sort of. Pur-
ple loosestrife, a long-stemmed, 
wetland perennial, was imported 
from Europe in the 1800s. Settlers 
prized it, and garden clubs planted 
it to beautify local "swamps." But 
(Purple Haze continues on page 4) 
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(Swans continued from page 1) 
stop at Rieck's Lake to rest. 
Birders in this area used to watch 
for the swans each fall at Weaver 
Bottoms, just across the Mississippi 
south of Wabasha, Minn. This back-
water, though, eventually filled 
with sediment, and the tundra 
swans began to come to Rieck' s 
Lake instead. Numbers peak in 
it, pesticides and the marsh filling 
with sediment. Recently, increasing 
numbers of swans have begun to 
stop near Goose Island, downriver 
from La Crosse, Wis. 
The adaptable swans are now 
feeding on wild rice roots and other 
plants at Rieck's Lake. Dr. Scott 
Petrie, a researcher at Port Rowan, 
Two visitors watch tundra swans from the observation deck at Rieck's Lake. 
tors and originators of the Alma 
Swan Watch, invited us to join them 
in a warming house, where Katie 
and Harry donned their Alma Swan 
Watch windbreakers and told us 
how the Swan Watch originated. 
The Bucks moved to Alma after 
Harry, a biologist and teacher, re-
tired from his directorship of the 
Quarry Hill Nature Center in 
Rochester, Minn. One fall day in 
1992, Harry was watching swans at 
Rieck's Lake when he heard a visi-
tor videotaping tundra swans and 
calling them egrets. Harry decided 
that this was a good educational 
opportunity, so he and Katie creat-
ed a brochure about the tundra 
swans. With the help of Michelle 
Marron of the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, the 
Bucks mimeographed and distrib-
uted 100 of these brochures. Over 
700 people came to Rieck' s Lake 
that first season, and an effort that 
Katie describes as being like "riding 
a tiger" was born. The "tiger," 
specifically, is the task of coordinat-
ing the volunteers who staff the ob-
servation deck. 
mid- to late November, with 2,000 
to 6,000 hungry swans resting and 
feeding at the lake. 
Ontario, Canada, has discovered 
that the birds have adapted to the 
loss of aquatic vegetation by feed-
ing in croplands for waste grains 
and emerging field crops such as 
corn and winter wheat. Katie and 
Harry Buck told me that river re-
searcher Mike Davis has sighted 
two flocks of tundra swans reeding 
in fields at Sand Prairie near Kel-
logg, Minn. 
Volunteer and wildlife photogra-
pher Gary Krogman from Eau 
Claire, Wis., showed us the tubers 
of the arrowhead plant, explaining 
that this plant attracts the birds to 
Rieck's Lake. Arrowhead, however, 
is diminishing in the lake for a 
number of reasons, including the 
large population of birds feeding on The Bucks, volunteer coordina-
The first observation deck was 
built by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, but it quickly filled up on 
weekends. In 1998, the Service got a 
challenge grant to expand the plat-
form. Matching contributions from 
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Whistling, Trumpeting or Mute 
The graceful swan mates for life and features prominently 
in art, in lore and in our imagination. 
Tundra swans (Cygnus columbianus) are the second largest 
of all North American waterfowl. They are all white and 
measure from four to four and a half feet long, with a 
wingspan of about seven feet. These majestic birds come to 
the Upper Mississippi in mid-October and stay until the wa-
ter freezes, usually in late November. 
The tundra swan is one of three species of swans that in-
habit North America. The mute swan (Cygnus olor) is an exot-
ic species introduced from Europe and found in parts of the 
eastern United States. As is the case with other exotic species, 
the mute swan is a problem, aggressively competing with na-
tive birds for food and habitat. The mute swan is distin-
guished by its orange bill with a black base and a protruding 
knob in front of the eyes. Its other distinguishing characteris-
tic is the noises it makes - grunts rather than a call. 
The protected trumpeter swan (Cygnus buccinator) is a na-
tive of the interior of North America, historically nesting and 
wintering from the Upper Mississippi Valley west and north 
to central Alaska. The trumpeter is larger than the tundra 
swan, but they are difficult to tell apart in the field except by 
the calls. The trumpeter's call is lower than the tundra 
swan's and upon hearing it, one knows how C. buccinator 
earned its name. (To hear this wonderful sound and that of 
the tundra swan's, check out the Trumpeter Swan Society's 
web site: www.taiga.net/ swans/ swanid.html.) 
Tundra swans used to be known as whistling swans be-
cause of the strange, wild sound they make, particularly at 
dusk. More common than the trumpeter, these birds nest in 
the Arctic or subarctic tundra and in sheltered marshes on 
the Alaskan and Canadian coast. One population of swans 
uses the western flyway from the Arctic to California's San 
Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys. ~ 
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individuals and area businesses al-
lowed them to double the size of 
the deck, which is maintained by 
the city of Alma. The Swan Watch 
has grown to require a publicity 
person and a tour coordinator to 
handle this season's 22 scheduled 
tours. Visitors come from all over 
the world: 28 foreign countries were 
represented in 1998. 
A contribution box sits on the 
deck, and visitors have been gener-
ous. Ten thousand brochures are 
printed every year, and the organi-
zation provides windbreakers for 
the volunteers (some of the best 
swan-watching is at the end of the 
season in chilly November), gives 
out prizes for children on field trips 
and sponsors the annual volunteer 
dinner. 
The Swan Watch gave a $5,000 
grant to the Upper Mississippi Riv-
er Tundra Swan Study, conducted 
by Erik Thorson, a University of 
Minnesota researcher; and $100 to 
Dr. Petrie' s research in Canada. 
Thorson reports that he and his 
assistants have banded tundra 
swans with radio collars whose 
transmitters will shut off in Decem-
ber and will turn back on the next 
fall. He is investigating the value of 
the stay at Alma on the swans' life 
cycle. The tundra swan spends over 
half its life in migration, leaving it 
little time to complete breeding. 
Thus, its nutritional needs are enor-
mous. Previous to the efforts of 
Thorson and Petrie, little research 
was done on these birds. 
Harry and Katie Buck ask people 
to watch for and report the banded 
birds. They also need more volun-
teers. You can contact the Swan 
Watch at (608) 685-4249, view its 
web site at www.mwt.net/ ~ 
swanalma or send email to 
swanalma@mwt.net. 
Madelon Wise is an associate editor of Big 
River. Her last article for Big River was 
"Mussels Hold up Dike" (October 1999). 
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Lower & Slower 
By Mi Ae Lipe-Butterbrodt 
As mild autumn days pass with sunny skies, migrating 
birds, rutting bucks, busy 
hunters and nary a drop of rain, the 
Mississippi River is shrinking. 
"The water levels are unusually 
low compared to the average," said 
Kanton Spading, a hydraulic engi-
neer at the Water Control Section of 
the St. Paul District of the Army 
Corps of Engineers. This office tells 
lockmasters at Lock and Dams 2 
through 10 how to adjust their gates 
to maintain proper water levels for 
the nine-foot shipping channel. 
"We normally get an average of 
two inches of rain between mid-Oc-
tober and mid-November," said 
Spading, "but this year less than a 
half-inch fell in late October and 
none at all in November. The Mis-
sissippi is definitely low because of 
the lack of rainfall." 
The Corps measures water flow 
in cubic feet per second, or cfs, and 
compares current levels against an 
average that is calculated from all 
the daily flows that occurred be-
tween 1959 and 1993. On November 
17, the Upper Mississippi measured 
12,000 cfs at Lock and Dam 2 (Hast-
ings, Minn.), compared to an aver-
age of 15,200 cfs. At Lock and Dam 
8 (Genoa, Wis.) water discharge was 
10,900 cfs below an average of 
31,600. 
Some authorities believe that riv-
er levels are actually normal, and 
that the river appears unusually 
low because floods and excessive 
rainfalls and snowmelts have made 
it higher than average since 1990. 
Water levels are still higher than 
normal at the Mississippi headwa-
ters in northern Minnesota (see Big 
River, Letter to the Editor, Novem-
ber 1999), but Spading says it is un-
fair to compare those figures with 
current levels in Pool 9, for in-
stance, because the Mississippi be-
comes "an entirely different river 
by that point, with its size and larg-
Big River 
er drainage area." 
Farther south, the Lower Missis-
sippi has dropped more than seven 
feet below normal at spots near 
Memphis, causing barges to run 
aground and keeping the Corps 
busy dredging to maintain ade-
quate channels. 
For more information on Upper 
Mississippi water levels and other 
related data, look up the Corps Web 
site at http:/ /www.mvp-wc.usace 
.army.mil/. 
Mi Ae Lipe-Butterbrodt is associate editor 
of Big River. 
Correction 
We apologize for the dark blue 
text boxes in the November Big 
River that made the text difficult 
to read. It was caused by an error 
at the printers, and we will do 
our best to avoid the problem in 
the future. 
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(Purple Haze continued from page 1) 
no native North American wildlife 
eats it, and each plant can produce 
two million tiny, transportable 
seeds a year, so purple loosestrife 
was impossible to contain. In 100 
years it went from being a pet orna-
mental to an all-too-common 
scourge. 
It spread, crowding out cattails, 
arrowhead, burreeds, bulrushes and 
other native plants. Wildlife dimin-
ished along with the plants they de-
pend on. Blackbirds perch atop the 
stems in summer, but that's about 
the extent of loosestrife' s useful-
ness. Ducks and waterfowl won't 
build nests among the dense stalks. 
Dead loosestrife forms such a tough 
and woody tangle that fish can't 
hide among the submerged stems. 
Over the years wildlife managers 
tried the usual control methods: 
chemicals, cutting, digging and fire, 
which worked fine on isolated 
plants, but not en masse. By the 
time they voiced widespread alarm, 
loosestrife was growing in every 
state except Florida and Hawaii, 
and every province of Canada. It 
seemed unstoppable. 
Meet the Beetles 
"I expect that within my lifetime, 
all you'll see out here will be loose-
strife," an assistant manager on a 
Mississippi River refuge predicted 
gloomily in 1992. 
That same summer Luke Skinner, 
head of the loosestrife program of 
the Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR), with the ap-
proval of the city forester, pushed 
through the thick tangle of dead 
and living loosestrife near the high-
way in Winona and released thou-
sands of Eurasian beetles from plas-
tic containers. 
It was one of several experiments 
Skinner started that year. In the 
Mississippi River wetlands near 
Pigs Eye Lake in St. Paul, he nestled 
the beetles into thick patches of 
loosestrife, then carefully surround-
ed them with wire-mesh cages. The 
cages served a dual purpose: en-
abling him to find the beetles again 
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so he could monitor their progress 
and preventing their escape. The 
beetles had been tested at the Insti-
tute of Biological Control in Europe, 
quarantined for many years by the 
Minnesota Department of Agricul-
ture and finally certified for limited 
release as a biological control agent. 
But there was still an element of un-
certainty. Scientists knew the beetles 
would not eat corn, soybeans or a 
lot of the native wetland plants, but 
the world is always more compli-
cated than the laboratory, so who 
knew what would happen? 
Galerucella pusilla beetles come 
from the same region of the world 
as purple loosestrife. In late May 
they climb out of the warming soil 
and crawl up the stems of the old 
loosestrife to feed on the new, ten-
Big River 
der leaves of the young six- to 12-
inch-tall plants. 
Galerucella, one of five species of 
insects certified for use against pur-
ple loosestrife, proved to be the eas-
iest to raise. This is important in 
any biological control program. The 
first beetles cost $1 or $2 apiece. Hy-
lobius transversovittatus, a root-bor-
ing weevil, lays its eggs in the stem, 
and its larvae.feed on the roots, but 
they don't reproduce as readily as 
Galerucella. 
Skinner had modest hopes at 
first. He wasn't sure the little in-
sects would survive long harsh 
winters. But they did survive. Al-
though the Pigs Eye population 
eventually drowned in the floods of 
the summer of 1993, the beetles 
have thrived elsewhere. 
Skinner named 12 Minnesota 
sites along the Mississippi River -
near Brainerd, St. Cloud, Monticel-
lo, Twin Cities, Red Wing, Fron-
tenac, Wabasha, Winona, Browns-
ville and Reno - that the DNR is 
monitoring twice a year. The re-
sults, he said, are promising. 
"We're starting to see some real 
change. Some of these sites are real-
ly taking off," he said. The experi-
mental release site off Highway 26 
in Reno is one of the larger sites in 
Minnesota; about one-third of the 
300 acres is now "controlled" by 
Galerucella beetles. 
Dead Zone 
In July of 1999 the Winona site 
was a dead, gray place, with old 
jagged loosestrife stalks standing 
thick and bristled, like a giant steel 
brush. There were no magenta 
blooms and just a few green stalks 
of loosestrife. It was such an eerie 
sight, locals suspected someone had 
dumped Roundup or some other 
herbicide on it. 
When beetles start to work, the 
leaves of mature plants look like 
they're full of holes. It takes a few 
years (three to five generations) for 
the beetle population to grow 
enough to cause damage visible on 
a large scale. As the beetles popula-
December 1999 
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tion rises, they are able to eat most 
of the young stalks in the spring, 
which leaves only the dead stalks 
from the year before. In some places 
the beetle population has boomed, 
crashed and then subsided, re-
bounding when the loosestrife 
In some places the beetle 
population has boomed, 
crashed and then subsided, 
rebounding when the 
loosestrife comes back 
from the millions of seeds 
that lie dormant in the soil. 
comes back from the millions of 
seeds that lie dormant in the soil. 
This is how they behave in their na-
tive Eurasian lands. In some places 
the beetles have followed corridors 
to new patches of loosestrife. 
In Winona, the beetles apparent-
ly haven't yet found their way to a 
substantial field of loosestrife at the 
other end of Lake Winona. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
has also released beetles on Upper 
Mississippi Refuge lands. Ed Brit-
ton, Savanna (Illinois) 
district manager, said 
that the beetles have in-
creased from an initial re-
lease of 1,000 in 1994, to 
recent estimates of a mil-
lion beetles. Savanna has 
become a source of bee-
tles for other refuges. 
"We've got our own 
insectary here now," he 
said. 
In fact, Trempealeau (Wis.) 
National Fish and Wildlife 
Refuge manager Rick Frietsche 
may ask volunteers to collect bee-
tles from Savanna next spring, if an 
experimental release in a one-acre 
plot on the refuge shows promise. 
The Trempealeau Refuge site is very 
wet. It's harder to control loosestrife 
December 1999 
in the river bottoms, where water 
levels change radically and floods 
are unpredictable. 
Now What? 
Meanwhile, Skinner and others 
are watching the sites to see what 
happens next. 
"We see the damage now, but we 
don't know what will come back," 
Skinner admitted. "We would hope 
that cattail, burreed, bulrushes and 
native sedges would return, but it 
depends on the local seed bank. 
Some places don't have any native 
plants left." 
In Winona, for example, Skinner 
plans to dig out all the dead looses-
trife in a small plot in the middle of 
the site late this fall or next year, 
and replant native species. It's an-
other experiment. Will the native 
plants regain the ground they lost 
against the invading loosestrife? 
However, instead of making the 
wetlands safe for native plants, 
Galerucella beetles might be clearing 
the path for other invasive species, 
such as canary grass, garlic mustard 
and phragmites. 
Canary grass is pushing out na-
tive vegetation in floodplain forests 
and river islands, nevertheless the 
University of Minnesota cont-inues 
to develop new hybrids for forage 
and erosion control. 
Garlic mustard, anoth-
species, is taking over the understo-
ry of flooded forests along the river. 
Phragmites, a 12-foot-tall bam-
boo-like grass, is not regarded as a 
problem in the northern reaches of 
the river. Yet. = 
Pamela Eyden lives in Winona, Minn . Her 
last article for Big River was "Sunrise in a 
Wetland Counting Cranes" (April 1999). 
Beetle Boosters 
The Minnesota and Illi-
nois DNR provides loose-
strife control starter kits to 
agricultural inspectors. In-
terested private landown-
ers should contact their 
county agriculture agents. 
Or you can move the 
beetles by hand. If you get 
out early enough in the 
spring - about late May -
- you can knock off these 
hungry, climbing beetles, 
transport them and turn 
them loose in a new loca-
tion. If your timing is right, 
they'll mate, lay eggs and 
get a fast start. 
Adult Galerucella beetles demonstrate loosestrife control. 
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Gutsy CD 
If you ever wanted to know what's 
in that pile of guts after you've 
cleaned your catch, or how to dis-
sect a fish for scientific research, a 
new interactive CD-ROM can help. 
Fish Guts: A Multimedia Guide to the 
Art and Science of Fish Anatomy, 
Health and Necropsy is available 
from the Aquatic Pathobiology Cen-
ter at the University of Maryland. 
For more information, see 
www.soml .ab.umdedu/ Aquatic-
Path/ fg_home.html. 
Bigheads and Blues 
Bighead carp are on the rise in the 
Upper Mississippi, quite literally in 
some places, where a dozen or 
more of the startled fish, some 
weighing 20 pounds, have leapt in-
to idling boats. 
The plankton-eating carp (Hy-
popthalmichthys nobilis) were intro-
duced into Arkansas in 1973 to im-
prove water quality in fish hatchery 
ponds. They quickly made their 
way into the Mississippi and Mis-
souri Rivers, and now the exotic is 
reported in 22 states, including 
Iowa and Illinois. 
Researchers believe the voracious 
bigheads are hurting native plank-
ton-eating fish populations, includ-
ing bigmouth buffalo (Ictiobus 
cyprinellus) and paddlefish (Polyo-
don spathula). This summer scien-
tists at Cape Girardeau, Mo., docu-
mented at least three year classes, 
up to 30 inches long (River Cross-
ings, September-October 1999). 
These expanding bighead carp 
populations have prompted four 
states (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and 
South Dakota) to begin developing 
a multi-state study of the species. 
Meanwhile, blue suckers, a once 
common fish in the Missouri and 
6 
Mississippi Rivers, are gradually 
coming back. Nearly wiped out in 
many places by commercial over-
fishing, pollution and habitat de-
struction caused by the locks and 
dams, blue suckers (Cycleptus elon-
gatus) now regularly appear in re-
searchers' nets in the Mississippi, 
even as far north as Minneapolis, 
where they have not been reported 
since 1880. 
Biologists believe that the blues 
survived only because they 
spawned in the thousands of un-
derwater wing dams and closing 
dams built in the Upper Mississippi 
since the late 1800s. For their eggs 
to survive, blue suckers need gravel 
that is free of silt, and these under-
water structures created some 
quick-current areas that scoured 
gravel spots. Blue suckers are par-
ticularly sensitive to pollution, and 
another reason for the recent resur-
gence may in part be the cleaner 
water resulting from the federal 




Many anglers accuse double-breast-
ed cormorants of eating too many 
game fish. In response to this and 
other concerns, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) will develop 
a comprehensive national cor-
morant management plan. 
The FWS plans to write an Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
that will evaluate the cormorants' 
status, impacts on resources and 
potential management strategies. 
The EIS process "offers us a chance 
to examine the scientific evidence 
and reach a consensus about the fu-
ture management of these birds," 
said FWS director Jamie Rappaport 
Clark. "I urge everyone concerned 
to make their voices heard as we 
Big River 
prepare this document." 
A copy of the Notice of Intent to 
write an EIS is located on the FWS 
web site at 
http://www.fws.gov/r9mbmo/is-
sues/ cormorant/ cormorant.html. 
Written comments on the scope of 
the EIS should be addressed to the 
Chief, Office of Migratory Bird 
Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, 4401 N. Fairfax Dr., Room 
634, Arlington, VA 22203, or you 
may submit email to, 
cormorant_eis@fws.gov. Public 
comments will be accepted for at 
least 60 days. 
Managing the Chippewa 
Wisconsin - An Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) on the pro-
posed Lower Chippewa River State 
Natural Area is now complete and 
available for review. 
The study proposes protecting 
and managing up to 15,000 acres in 
parcels over parts of western Eau 
Claire County, southern Dunn 
County, eastern Pepin County and 
northwestern Buffalo County. The 
area includes 25 percent of Wiscon-
sin's remaining native prairie land 
and highly diverse aquatic popula-
tions in the Lower Chippewa River 
and its tributaries. According to the 
report, the area supports the largest 
known concentration of native 
prairie and savanna remnants, and 
rare plant and animal species in 
Wisconsin. 
The Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) would work with lo-
cal individuals and organizations to 
protect these plant and animal com-
munities through land purchases, 
land easements and partnerships 
with landowners, local govern-
ments and nonprofit conservation 
organizations. 
The EIS is available at county 
clerk offices, town offices, public li-
December 1999 
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braries and DNR offices in and near ick, "It is not clear what may have periment conducted by national TV 
the study area. You can also view set off the governors this year." personality Bill Nye the Science 
the document on the DNR web site: Nevertheless, Minnesota gover- Guy in the museum's 65-foot high 
http:/ /www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/ nor Jesse Ventura reversed his deci- atrium; multimedia exhibits in the 
gmu/lowerchip / index.htm. sion and signed funding for the Imagine Room; and openings of the 
Written comments about the pro- MWBAC into his budget early this Human Body Gallery, the Mississip-
I 
posal should be sent to the Depart- summer, several months before pi River Gallery, the Collections Ex-
ment of Natural Resources Western Governor Thompson. hibit, the Dinosaurs and Fossils 
?' Regional Headquarters, P.O. Box The MWBAC budget is set at Gallery and the 10th 30 Laser Show 
4001, 1300 W. Clairemont, Eau $183,000 this year and $188,000 for in the world. 
Claire, WI 54701, by January 21, 2000 from each state. Trempealeau, Wisconsin - On No-
f~ 2000. Dumped and Redumped vember 10, the St. Paul District of 
Commission Saved the Army Corps of Engineers and East Dubuque, Illinois - A whole the La Crosse District of the US Fish 
Minnesota and Wisconsin - When lot of old motors, gas pumps and and Wildlife Service invited re-
Wisconsin Governor Tommy tires may not be the only mess that porters to Long Lake Landing in 
Thompson signed his state's budget needs cleaning up at a site in East Trempealeau, Wis., to view work on 
on October 27, he assured the fu- Dubuque. the Long Lake Habitat Rehabilita-
ture, for now, of the Minnesota-Wis- Sinclair Oil Corporation hired tion and Enhancement Project. 
consin Boundary Area Commission First Capitol Salvage, of Belmont, Long Lake is a semi-isolated, 15-
(MWBAC) after months of uncer- Wis., to haul the debris from Sin- acre backwater lake of the Upper 
tainty (see Big River, Current clair's former bulk-storage site Mississippi River. The Corps will 
Events, March and July 1999). along the Mississippi River in excavate a 760-foot-long channel 
Controversy often surrounds the Dubuque, Iowa. First Capitol, how- from the Mississippi River to Long 
MWBAC, which helps coordinate ever, is not licensed, and the dump Lake to bring it oxygen-rich water 
and mediate issues on the St. Croix site, near IEI Barge Service, Inc., just and improve fish habitat. Construe-
and Mississippi Rivers between the off U.S. 20 near East Dubuque, is tion is scheduled for completion 
two states. Neither governor initial- not a permitted landfill. during the summer of 2000 at an es-
ly supported the MWBAC in his Gordon Coursen, environmental timated cost of $346,000. 
budget earlier this year, and accord- health officer for Jo Daviess County, Dubuque, Iowa - Dubuque began 
ing to executive director Buck Mal- believes the dirt at the site contains its ambitious "America's River Pro-
petroleum products and evidence of ject" this fall. The project includes 
previous dumping. Coursen also the River's Edge Plaza, a 5,000-
found an estimated 300 to 400 tires square-foot landscaped area; a Mis-
5l great fio{itfay gift! that he believes were dumped there sissippi Riverwalk; and a 50,000-
over several years. square-foot River Discovery Center 
Subscribe to Big River The Jo Daviess County state at- that will feature aquariums, stream 
for one or several of your torney is waiting for more informa- tables, interactive theaters and an 
river-loving friends or tion before deciding whether to outdoor wetland. take legal action. Coursen and the The $27 million riverfront <level-
relatives. Illinois EPA will investigate the ear- opment project is slated to be fin-
$ lier contamination after the bulk- ished in 2002 (Dubuque Telegraph 
Give a gift that will be storage debris is cleaned up. Herald 10-27-99). 
enjoyed and will keep friends Openings and East Moline, Illinois - East Mo-line received $1.4 million for its 
informed about river news 12 Groundbreakings riverfront development, "The Quar-
~ months a year for. just $28.00! St. Paul, Minnesota -The new ter," along with a matching grant 
$ Science Museum of Minnesota will from the Illinois Department of 
To order: celebrate its grand opening on the Transportation to build an access 
;. 
write: Big River, 
Mississippi River in St. Paul on De- road. Groundbreaking is scheduled 
cember 11. Festivities include the for this fall or early winter and will 
PO Box 204 
showing of Epic Journeys: The Great include lighting and landscaping 
Winona, MN 55987 Migrations in its new William L. along the parkway (River Way, Octo-
call: 1-800-303-8201 McKnight-3M Omnitheater, the first ber 1999). = 
fax: (507) 454-2133 convertible IMAX dome theater in 
America; a giant-scale science ex-
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Special Events & Festivals 
December 
1-15 Big River Journey Art Contest art-
works display, Fort Snelling, St. Paul, 
Minn., (612) 725-2724. 
1-30 Symphony of Lights, Clinton, Iowa, 
1-888-725-4689. 
1-31 Holiday Light Display, 5 p.m. -10 
p.m., daily, Riverside Park, La Crosse, 
Wis., (608) 784-9993. 
1-Dec. 30 Reflections in the Park, 
Dubuque, Iowa, (319) 583-7357. 
3-5 Ice Fishing Show, River Center, St. 
Paul, Minn., (612) 943-2002, 1-800-451-
8360. 
4 Old Fashioned Christmas, Wabasha, 
Minn., 1-800-565-4158. 
4-5 Country Christmas, Stockholm. Wis., 
(715) 443-2015. 
4-5 Old Fashioned Christmas, Maiden 
Rock, Wis., (715) 448-2205. 
4-5 Hometown Holidays, Pepin, Wis., 
(715) 442-3011. 
5 Light the Wilkie, outside Julius C. 
Wilkie Steamboat Museum and pad-
dlewheel, Winona, Minn., 1-800-657-
4972. 
8 Storytime at Hixon Forest Nature Cen-
ter, 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., La Crosse, 
Wis., (608) 784-0303. 
11 Grand Opening of the new Science 
Museum, St. Paul, Minn., (651) 221-
9423, (651) 221-9444. 
12 Holiday Tour of Homes, McGregor, 
Iowa, 1-800-896-0910. 
16 Storytime at Hixon Forest Nature 
Center, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m., La Crosse, 
Wis., (608) 784-0303. 
31 Mississippi Mile-ennium, Minneapo-
lis, Minn., (612) 673-5123, (612) 379-
2255. 
January 
15-16 River Winterland Celebration, Red 
Wing, Minn., (651) 385-5934. 
20-24 Boat Show, Minneapolis Conven-
tion Center, Minneapolis, Minn., (612) 
827-5833. 
20-24 Sportsmens's Boat, Camping & 
Vacation Show, RiverCenter, St. Paul, 
Minn., (651) 224-9627, (651) 265-4800. 
8 
Eagle Watches & Programs 
Through March, Wabasha, Minn., city 
deck staffed Saturdays and Sundays 1 
p.m. - 3 p.m., (612) 565-4989, (651) 290-
1695. 
January 
2 Mississippi Valley Welcome Center, 1, 
2, & 3 p.m., Le Claire, Iowa, (319) 289-
3009. 
2 Lock & Dam 13 near Fulton, Ill., 8 a.m. 
- 4 p.m., (815) 259-3628. 
2 Albany, Ill. Boat Landing, 8 a.m. - noon, 
(815) 259-3628. 
2 Clinton Community College, Clinton, 
Iowa, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., (815) 259-3628. 
8 Lock and Dam 11 and Marshall School, 
Dubuque, Iowa, 1-800-798-8844. 
8-9 Expo Center, Rock Island, Ill., (309) 
788-5912. 
Meetings & Hearings 
December 
8 Partners in Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation, Midwest regional meet-
Almanac 
By Kenny Salwey 
ing, Milwaukee Public Museum, Mil-
waukee, Wis., (414) 278-2766. 
9 Lower Wis. Riverway Board, 5 p.m., 
Kratochwill Memorial Building, Mus-
coda, Wis., 800-221-3792, (608) 739-
3188. 
January 
13 Lower Wis. Riverway Board, 5 p.m., 
Kratochwill Memorial Building, Mus-
coda, Wis., 800-221-3792, (608) 739-
3188. 
Workshops & Conferences 
December 
5-8 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Confer-
ence, Sheraton Chicago Hotel and 
Towers Cityfront Center, Chicago, 
Ill. 
The big river and its tributaries are really thirsty for raindrops this fall! Mud 
flats, sandbars and normally sunken stumps protrude throughout the backwaters. 
Muskrats are walking more than swimming. Beavers built their dams higher than 
usual and in locations where dams are generally not needed. I'm sure the winter-
ing patterns of turtles, frogs, clams and fish will be altered as well. 
Not since the mid- to late-1980's have I seen the water so low at this time of 
year. Sometimes when the backwaters freeze during a low-water period and heavy 
snows follow with a January thaw, the river rises and forms several layers of ice, 
creating grave danger for those living on either side of the ice. 
The Winter Solstice struck fear into the hearts of our ancestors, who thought the 
sun might disappear altogether. To critters that hibernate, it's just another day of 
peaceful slumber. 
This is the month for gifts. Giving food to the wild things also gives us first-
hand insights into their lives. One of the most precious gifts I have ever received is 
the chance to live, work and play along the big river and to share my observations 
and thoughts with you each month. I thank you, my friend and fellow traveler. 
Merry Christmas. ~ 
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